Regulations for Public Liturgical Services and Church Events in Hamburg
Preamble
The current pandemic has kept us busy longer than we could have imagined. Stemming the tide of
the coronavirus pandemic restricted us in many ways down to the basics of our faith. This is
particularly noticeable in the liturgy. In the coming weeks, we will try in close coordination with the
state and other church/religious communities to use the time to implement radical measures and to
be able to vigilantly celebrate the first public services again. This is not yet normal. We are aware of
the danger of this virus for older people and those who, without their knowledge, have previous
medical issues. All of them require our attention and protection. As much as possible, we want to
reduce the spread of infection under the roof of our churches. Should the rate of infection still
increase, we will have to change and correct the course of this event. We rely on the knowledge and
judgment of all those responsible in the parishes as regards the local implementation and adaptation
of these regulations. Protect yourself and others!

General Regulations
Starting May 6, 2020 liturgical celebrations will be allowed in the Archdiocese of Hamburg. The
Ordinances implemented by three states (Mecklenburg Vorpommern, Schleswig-Holstein and
Hamburg) are thereby essential, these are the following:
1. The central area of the church should be used for public liturgical services. Smaller rooms
inside the church such as the crypt, side chapel and confessional rooms etc. should not be
used for the said services. Broadcasting services outdoors or in community rooms is possible
in principle if the respective state (Bundesland) regulations are complied with for each of
these locations and there is no meeting of the participants from the various locations.
2. The parish priest is responsible for the compliance of these newly amended regulations. This
applies also for the use of the church by foreign language communities and other groups
from different confessions.
3. In some places, ecumenical hospitality in a larger church can be a way to make worship easier
under security regulations. In this case, responsibilities for compliance with the regulations
must be clarified in advance.
4. If these regulations cannot be followed, there should be no public liturgical celebrations.
5. Funerals and burial services are allowed in the church and at the cemetery respectively, as
long as state (Bundesland) ordinances are being observed.
6. These sacraments (ordination, baptism, first communion and confirmation) require liturgical
elements that involve bodily contacts and as such must follow careful adherence to the
regulations.
a) Diaconal and priestly ordinations are postponed.
b) Confirmation in groups remain suspended until further notice. The archbishop will
decide on individual confirmations.
c) First communion in groups remain suspended until further notice. Children who have
gone through the first communion preparation and whose parents wish it can go to
the first communion individually or in small numbers in consultation with the pastor;
this does not exclude the later participation in a solemn celebration with the group.
d) Baptism and matrimonial service are possible only when the regulations are met.

7. Pilgrimages in big groups are still suspended until further notice.

Holy Mass Regulations
8. Holy Mass participants have to be reduced. The number of participants (including liturgical
servers) is limited and should be commensurate with the size of the area of worship or any
specific rooms inside the church taking into consideration the amended regulations.
a) Mecklenburg: a participant should be staying 1.5m distance away from other people
(1 person every 10 m² space); if necessary accompanied by people in need of care.
An absolute maximum limit of participants is not discussed. Clear and visible notes on
distancing rules and protective measures are prescribed.
b) Schleswig-Holstein: 1 person per 10 m² area/spaces (from 09.05.2020)
c) Hamburg: Compliance with the required minimum distancing of 1.50 meters between
participants who do not live in the same household; Limit the number of Participants
according to the spatial conditions. We adhere to the 1 person per 10 m²
as recommended by Schleswig-Holstein and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.
9. The seats (pews and altar area) should be arranged with barriers and markers to maintain
the prescribed distance between parishioners. The distancing rule (1.50 m, or better yet 2 m)
recommended by the authorities has to be observed. Parishioners are to be accompanied by
ushers. Families living in one household will not be separated. Cantors and wind-musicians
should maintain a distance of six meters away from the participants.
10. People with symptoms or underlying illnesses/medical conditions cannot participate in the
liturgical services. People who are officially ordered to quarantine/isolate should not break
the process by attending the service.
11. Entering and exiting the church as well as moving in the aisles of the church can be
problematic in maintaining the distancing measure. Wherever necessary, movement
directions should be marked and highlighted in order to guide and orient the churchgoers.
Entrance and exit doors should be marked. If this is not possible, the participants should be
guided accordingly. Additional area markers must be placed on the way to the altar steps,
but also outside or in front of the church to regulate proper distancing.
12. Ushering volunteers should be created to help worshippers comply with the regulations.
Volunteers who belong to the risk groups (age, illness, underlying medical conditions) are
advised against exercising their liturgical service.
13. The church should be properly ventilated before and after the service. The church doors stay
open before and after the liturgical celebration.
14. Holy water fonts will remain empty.
15. Mass participants should be provided with suitable information (signs, posters, notes) about
hand hygiene, distancing rules, and informed about the regulations. Warning notes should be
provided: Your participation in the liturgical service is at your own risk. Sample documents
are available from the archdiocese.
16. Hand hygiene before entering the church should be supported in the best possible way. In
Schleswig-Holstein, hand disinfectants must be provided at the entrance.
17. Rules for wearing a mask that covers the mouth and nose:
a) Mecklenburg: It is strongly recommended to wear a mask. This does not apply to
children up to school age and to people who due to medical or psychological
reasons/issues cannot wear a mask, provided that they present a medical certificate.
b) Schleswig-Holstein: No specific state ordinances. However, it is highly recommended
to wear a mask.
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c) Hamburg: No specific state ordinances. However, it is highly recommended to wear a
mask.
Rules for documenting parishioner attendance:
a) Mecklenburg: Name, address and telephone number are recorded and should be
kept for four weeks.
b) Schleswig-Holstein: Parishes must take precautions so that infection chains can be
traced quickly and completely. Parishioners must record their name and phone
number.
c) Hamburg: There is no state (Bundesland) ordered documentation requirement, but
we recommend that parishioners record their name and phone number.
d) To prevent infection from the available writing materials, participants are asked to
prepare beforehand at home a piece of paper with the relevant data that has to be
dropped in a closed box in front of the church entrance. Alternatively, preregistration though the parish offices or a ticket system (e.g. jesaja.org) can be used.
An entry in a publicly-available list is not permitted due data protection reasons. The
data is to be kept securely for 4 weeks in a safe place assigned by the priest and then
destroyed / deleted.
The number of liturgical services should be increased if it is possible and necessary. In
addition to the celebration of the Eucharist, this also includes devotions, celebration of the
Word without communion and daytime liturgy. These are summarized and published in a
temporary liturgical service order. With a more frequent number of Eucharistic celebrations
on Sunday, the Archbishop can allow up to three Eucharistic celebrations for the priest.
If two church services follow each other, there must be a sufficient time interval (at least 30
mins) from the time all the participants leave the Church until the new participants enter in
order to ventilate the church and to take appropriate hygienic measures (e.g. cleaning door
handles / benches). During this time, only the stewards are allowed to be in the church. Avoid
gathering in front of the church.
The possibility of celebrating an open-air liturgy can be used in the months ahead. Here, too,
the distance regulations and hygienic measures must be observed just like inside the church.
For the states (bundeslaender), this means specifically:
a) Mecklenburg: For open-air gatherings of up to 50 persons, the minimum distance of
1.5 meters and the increased hygiene requirements must be followed. All participants
are recommended to wear a mask. Special permission must be requested from the
state (bundesland) if the gathering exceeds 50 participants.
b) Schleswig-Holstein: The number of participants depends on the size of the area and
the minimum distance of 1,5m must be observed.
c) Hamburg: The number of participants depends on the size of the area and the
minimum distance of 1,5m must be observed.
The transmission of the liturgical celebration through social media, television, and radio
should be continued, so that community members who belong to the risk groups can stay at
home and still participate. The requirements of GEMA must be observed.
Catholics in the Archdiocese continue to be dispensed from their Sunday obligation to attend
at Mass.
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Rules for liturgical services
24. The following liturgical servers can participate in the liturgical services:
a) Priest / Deacon / liturgist
b) Full-time main sacristan (küster_in)
c) Lectors
d) Cantor and/or organist
e) Extraordinary ministers of Holy communion
f) Four other musicians (singers and instrumentalists) can help the musical framing of a
particular liturgical service on Sundays and days with high liturgical feasts.
g) No concelebration is allowed. Exceptions are made for communities of priests who
live together in the same household.
h) Priests and full-time pastoral workers who belong to a risk group (age and underlying
medical illness) cannot be obliged to participate in the service.
i) Volunteer liturgical servers (lectors, communion helpers, ushers, musicians,
collectors) belonging to a risk group (age and previous medical illness) are advised
not to continue the service until further notice.
25. The main sacristans should wash their hands immediately upon entering the sacristy. If this is
not possible, the hands must be disinfected.
a) The main sacristans should be equipped with a protective mask and disposable
gloves. He/she should carefully clean the chalice, ciborium, paten and wine and water
vessels before and after the service and dry them with soft paper towels (e.g. kitchen
roll). The host trays should be filled with disposable gloves. The sacramentals used
for the Mass should be placed on the altar or in the immediate vicinity. The large host
should be placed on a separate paten.
b) Objects that are used by several people (e.g. microphone / tripods) are also carefully
cleaned or disinfected before and after the service.
26. No hosts are placed on the table at the entrances of the Church (i.e., on the table at the back
of the church).
27. In addition to the main sacristan, only priests, deacons and liturgists are allowed to enter the
sacristy.
28. Before the service begins, priests, deacons and liturgists wash their hands with soap. If this is
not possible, the hands must be disinfected.
29. The solemnity of the liturgy should be preserved despite the special circumstances. (Organ)
music and the design of the room contribute to this. Individual liturgical elements, on the
other hand, can be kept shorter in their design (e.g. sermon, rite-accompanying music).
30. All gestures that pose a risk of infection are eliminated. This applies in particular to kissing
the altar and books and crossing the mouth. Where possible, do not share liturgical books
when proclaiming the Word of God.
31. The Entrance procession begins in front of the sacristy. Priests and all liturgical services
walk with the prescribed distance provided.
32. All liturgical servers take their seats in accordance with the distance regulations in the
chancel. Due to the distance and the hygiene measures taken beforehand, it is not necessary
to wear a mouth-nose cover in the sanctuary. However, this excludes individual liturgical
servers (e.g. lecturers) who step out of the pews and into the sanctuary for their service.
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33. Community singing will not take place. Cantors can recite individual parts of the liturgy
intended for singing. However, pieces should be chosen that do not encourage the
community to sing along. The responsorial psalm will be performed without an antiphon
until further notice. The organ can also represent the community through chorale
arrangements and suitable music. It is advisable to bring your own hymnal from home for
personal prayer and to follow instrumental song arrangements. Parishes will not issue church
copies of song books. Suggestions for a varied musical design will appear shortly on the
diocese homepage.
34. The liturgical celebration does not require any additional regulations beyond what has been
said so far. The biblical readings follow the prescribed order as usual.
35. The collection baskets are not passed through the row, but are placed at the entrance/exit
doors.
36. The priest, deacon and/or extraordinary Eucharistic ministers are advised to disinfect their
hands before the “Lamb of God”. The hands of the celebrant must be dry before he starts
breaking the Holy Bread.
37. During the Eucharistic prayer, the host bowls (ciborium) and the chalices remain covered
with the palla. Only the paten with the large host remains open. We do not recommend the
use of very large hosts.
38. No physical contact is allowed during the sign of peace.
39. The distribution of the Body of Christ (communion) is adjusted in order to maintain the
prescribed distance from the next person. The distances are marked with color on the
church floor. After receiving the communion, parishioners should take a few steps to the side
so that they can safely uncover their mouth and receive the body of the Lord.
40. The invitation for communion with the words "The Body of Christ." - "Amen." should be
done and spoken collectively before distribution. Distributors of Holy Communion should
wear a mask while giving the Body of Christ. Communion is given to the faithful at a
reasonable distance.
41. During pandemy the Blood of Christ can only be received by the priest.
42. Individual blessings (e.g. for children and adults who do not receive communion) should be
carried out without touching them.
43. The priest should provide appropriate information about leaving the church individually to
maintain the prescribed distance.
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